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A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church 

                                                                                                  Greenville, Texas                     
 

December 19, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                     www.highlandterrace.net 

Merry Christmas 

  

Sunday, December 16, 2012 

 Bible Study Attendance             770 

  Total Worship Attendance                  701 

Received Sunday                                                            $44,928.59 

Weekly Requirements $35,217.00 

Received to Date  $1,776,933.82 

Required to Date $1,796,067.00 

 

Faith Commitment Offering 

Received Sunday                                                  $915.00 

Received to date                                               $104,540.38 

Holiday Schedule: 

 Dec. 24:  Church offices Closed 

 Dec. 24:  Candlelight Service and Lord’s Supper 

        NO Newsletter  this week 

 Dec. 25:  Church offices Closed;  

 Dec. 26:  NO Wednesday  Services  

 Dec. 31:  NO Newsletter this Week 

 Jan. 01:  Church Office Closed 

 Jan. 02:  NO Wednesday Services 

2012 Budget                                                                                                                                        $ 91,036.26 

The Staff 

from the 

Director 

  Let me express my appreciation to everyone who has 
participated in the Christmas music programs this year.  The 
choirs have done a magnificent job of preparing a significant 
amount of music.  The soloists and narrators all did a won-
derful job.  The media crew has been phenomenal.  Without 
all of your contributions, we could not have accomplished all 
that we have done this year.  Each week was very special in 

its own way. 

 Thank you all so very much for making it possible. 

 This weekend Wynema and I will be celebrating Christ-
mas with her family in east Texas.  One of my good friends 
from the Singing Men of Texas will be leading worship in my 
absence.  I trust that you will make Larry Collins feel wel-

come as he visits with you this Sunday. 
 

MAY YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES 
HAVE A BLESSED AND 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 



 

Church Family 

This will be the last newsletter for 2012 and on behalf of 

Marie, me and the entire staff of HTBC we pray that 

each one of you has a Merry Christmas! If you are trav-

eling for Christmas please be safe and we look forward 

to your return. If you have family and or friends travel-

ing to be with you for Christmas please make plans to 

join us for our Christmas Eve Communion Service from 

6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. On December 30th we will be 

blessed to have Paul and Vanessa Cherry ministering to 

us in all three morning services and in the Sunday even-

ing service! 

 

In addition to a Merry Christmas Marie and I also pray 

for you to have a “Blessed New Year!” We have discov-

ered that one of the best ways to partner with God in se-

curing a “Blessed New Year” is to invest quality time 

with the Lord through fasting, praying and giving at the 

beginning of the year. I am inviting you to join us for a 

21 day fast January 6-27, 2013. Fasting in January is 

similar to the principle of praying in the morning to con-

firm or to establish the will of God for your life for the 

rest of the day. I am convinced that if we will pray and 

seek the Lord and give Him our first and best at the be-

ginning of the new year, that He honors our sacrifice and 

releases favor into our entire year (Matthew 6:33). 

Whenever we build fasting into our lifestyle we grow 

closer and closer to the Lord in our daily walk. Our life 

is similar to the chainsaw principle. If you use the chain-

saw over and over without ever sharpening the blade 

then it becomes dull and simply does not cut the wood as 

efficiently as it once did. It still has the same horsepower 

but it simply does not cut the wood as efficiently as it 

did when the blade was sharp. Simply by living life day 

in and day out we can lose our spiritual edge and we 

need to have our spiritual blades sharpened on a regular 

basis. Fasting and Praying are two disciplines that help 

me remain sensitive to the small still voice of the Spirit 

of God. If you would like to learn more about the disci-

pline of fasting for spiritual purposes you can go to our 

website at www.highlandterrace.net and there will be a 

link that will lead you to a very good resource for fasting 

and praying. 

 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday and we will once 

again be Swinging the Two-Edged Sword! 

 

Brother Bobby 

 

Dec. 24 
2 Timothy 

Dec. 25 
2 Peter 

Jude 

Dec. 26 
1 John 

Dec. 27 
2 & 3 John 

Dec. 28 
Rev. 1-5 

 

Dec. 29 
Rev. 6-11 

 

Dec. 30 
Rev. 12-18 

 

Disciple University 
 

I want to thank our church body for voting to approve moving forward 
with the HTBC Disciple University next January.  This gives us the op-
portunity to approach Christian discipleship in a new and more efficient 
way.  I do not believe that disciples are made in a classroom, however, I 
know that there is a certain amount of education that must be involved.  
Peter’s last words of exhortation to the church were to “grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 
3:18).  Growing in “knowledge” is an essential portion of the discipleship 
formula.  We will try to help with both knowledge and skills in these  
classes.   
 

An undertaking like this must have a long term plan and a short term 
plan.  The long term plan would be to provide learning tracts in several 
different disciplines such as Basic (Core) Discipleship, NT Studies, OT 
Studies, Practical Theology or Spiritual Life, Theology and Church His-
tory, Counseling and Family Life, Ministry and Missions, and more.  At 
this point our classes or credits are only for our church so there is no 
actual college credit.  However, we also hope to be able to offer some 
courses in that could be used for either some college credit, such as the 
Seminary Extension classes, or Continuing Education credits in various 
fields like education.  We will give certificates for those who complete a 
course and keep a record of who takes these courses just like a college 
registrar.  We will also offer diplomas for those who complete a certain 
number of courses. 
 

Let me also say that even though these courses will be offered during 
the 6:00 PM hour on Sunday evenings, there is no intention of doing 
away with our Sunday evening services.  In fact, we hope to attract 
even more people here on Sunday evenings because of this.  Some 
people who are not currently attending HTBC may even want to come 
and take certain courses that attract their interest.  And, of course, there 
will be many weeks when there are no classes at all and everyone will 
be in the evening worship services. 
 

For a short term plan we do not want to offer too many courses to begin 
with.  We will offer some longer course that may last 10 or 12 weeks 
and some shorter courses that will last 5 or 6 weeks.  This will allow 
some people to take 2 short courses in a semester.  We do need people 
who are able to teach classes to step forward.  So far we have teachers 
for these classes: 
 How to Teach the Bible:  12 weeks Limit 12 students 
 Answers Academy:  12 weeks from Answers in Genesis 
 Basic Spanish:  12 weeks 
Other possible courses for January are: 
 What On Earth Am I Here For?:  6 weeks 
 How to Study the Bible:  12 weeks 
 Financial Peace University:  10 weeks 
 40 Days in the Word:  6 weeks 
 The Personalization Process:  5 weeks 
 The Art of Marriage or Marriage 101:  both are 6 weeks 
 The Basics of Hospital Ministry:  6 weeks 
 

Thank you for your commitment to produce fully devoted followers of 
Christ.   
 

Your fellow pilgrim, 
Bro. Kelly 

YOUTH  CHRISTMAS OUTING

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

Friday, December 28, 2012

12:00 noon

$25.00

Sign up at the Lighthouse

There are 6 youth girls and 4 youth boys who have 
already committed to summer mission trips this sum-
mer.  As a way to help the girls raise the funds neces-
sary for these trips, we are selling ornaments in the 

atrium for $8 each.  You can make special requests and/or per-
sonalization requests.  Thank you in advance for helping them 
prepare for these trips.  If you would like to give to them without 
purchasing an ornament, there is a jar at the ornament table or 

milk jugs all over the church.   
 

Also, we will be planning a boys fundraiser early next year, so 

watch for information and how you can participate.  
 

Jonathan 

 

           Need a last minute Christmas Gift? 

Highland Terrace Baptist Church  
Cook Book — Cost: $10 

              Notice 
 

Beginning January 2013, The Purpose will be mailed 
out bi-monthly.  The next issue will be January 9, 
2013. 

 

 
 

Each day is a closer day to the celebration of our Savior’s birth. What a 
privilege we have of knowing that our Savior is now sitting at the right 
hand of our Heavenly Father watching over us and most of all praying for 

us. Let’s not forget the “REASON FOR THE SEASON”.  
 

Be sure to attend our New Year’s Eve Party on Monday December 31st 
at 8:00 pm till??? There will be games, movie, fun, fellowship, and all 
that goes along with celebration for a joyous time that our Heavenly Fa-
ther has given us. There will be black-eyed peas; cornbread, onions (if 

you want) and please bring finger food etc.   

Please enter at West Atrium to Gym. 
 

What a great time God’s Special Woman (our widows) had as they 
were able to have a luncheon and time of fellowship. The theme was 
Gingerbread and all enjoyed the fellowship and the food prepared for 
them. Sue Smith and Linda brought an inspirational devotional.  After a 
time of refreshment there was a Tour of Homes. Some of our wonderful 
church families  opened their homes (decorated for Christmas) so that 
the ladies could see the talents that they had in decorating. Those open-
ing their homes were Marva and Terry Dooley in the Prairie Valley com-
munity, Martha and Lanny Row and Linda and Larry Branscum in Green-
ville. Each home was unique in their decorations and the beauty  in each 
home was enjoyed.  A special thanks to each family for their hospitality 
and dedication and commitment.  Widows, you are special not only in 

the eyes of God, but in the eyes of Highland Terrace Baptist Church.   
 

Thanks to those that helped Linda make this a Special Time for our Spe-
cial Ladies.  Carmen and Chuck Foti, Fred and Vera Samuel and Marie 

Atkins. 
 

This being our last purpose for the year of 2012, Linda and I want to 

wish each of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Bro. Royce  

 

PS.  Several ladies requested the recipe for the “Gingersnap Dip” 

served at the party.   

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese softened 

1 cup of powdered sugar 

2 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 

1  (8 oz.) thawed Cool Whip 

1   pkg. gingersnap cookies 

In a small bowl,  combine the cream cheese, powdered sugar, and 
pumpkin pie spice.  Beat in the Cool Whip until blended. Refrigerate until 

serving time.  Serve with gingersnap cookies.    

55+ Young At Heart 

Notice 
The weekly prayer letter will not go out for the next two 
weeks. It will begin again in January. 

http://www.highlandterrace.net

